
1 Kings 2:37
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest

over the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou

shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head. 

Analysis

For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook

Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely die: thy blood

shall be upon thine own head.

This  verse contributes to the broader narrative of  david's  death and solomon's

consolidation  of  power,  within  the  book's  focus  on  succession  narrative  and

establishment of Solomon's reign. 

The  Hebrew  text  reveals  nuances  important  for  understanding  this  passage's

contribution  to  1  Kings'  theological  message  about  kingship,  covenant,  and

faithfulness  to  Yahweh.  This  verse  demonstrates  the  consequences  when God's

people—especially their leaders—either follow or forsake the covenant established

at Sinai.

Historical Context

First Kings was written during or after the Babylonian exile (6th century BCE),

reflecting on the monarchy period (10th-9th centuries BCE) to explain why the

kingdoms fell. This passage describes events around 970 BCE during the transition

from David to Solomon. 

Ancient  Near Eastern kingship ideology viewed kings as  divine representatives
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responsible for maintaining cosmic order through right worship.  Archaeological

discoveries  from sites  like  Megiddo,  Hazor,  and Samaria  confirm the historical

reliability  of  1  Kings'  descriptions  of  building  projects  and  administrative

structures.

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

Study Questions

How does this passage illustrate the importance of clear succession planning

and communication in leadership transitions?

What does Solomon's consolidation of power reveal about the relationship

between justice, mercy, and political necessity?

How does this verse point toward or prepare for the coming of Christ and His

eternal kingdom?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ה׀ ָ והְָי
H1961

וֹם ביְּ
For it shall be that on the day

H3117

ָ צאֵֽתךְ
thou goest out

H3318

ועְָֽברַתְָּ
and passest over

H5674

אֶת
H853

חַל ַ נ
the brook

H5158

וֹן קִדְר
Kidron
H6939

ע תּדֵַ
for certain

H3045

ע תּדֵַ
for certain

H3045

י ִּ כ
H3588

ותּ תּמָ
die
H4191

ותּ תּמָ
die
H4191

ָ מְך ָּֽ ד
thy blood

H1818

ה ֶ יִֽהְי
H1961

ברְֹאשֶֽׁך׃ָ
shall be upon thine own head

H7218

Additional Cross-References

2 Samuel 15:23 (Parallel theme): And all the country wept with a loud voice, and

all the people passed over: the king also himself passed over the brook Kidron, and

all the people passed over, toward the way of the wilderness.

2 Samuel 1:16 (Blood): And David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; for

thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, I have slain the LORD'S anointed.

Joshua 2:19 (Blood): And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of

thy house into the street, his blood shall be upon his head, and we will be guiltless:

and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood shall be on our head, if

any hand be upon him.

John 18:1 (Parallel theme):  When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth

with his disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he

entered, and his disciples.

Ezekiel 18:13 (Blood): Hath given forth upon usury, and hath taken increase: shall

he then live? he shall not live: he hath done all these abominations; he shall surely

die; his blood shall be upon him.

Leviticus 20:9 (Blood): For every one that curseth his father or his mother shall

be surely put to death: he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be

upon him.
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2 Kings 23:6 (Parallel theme):  And he brought out the grove from the house of

the LORD, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook

Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the

graves of the children of the people.
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